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Ideas discussed at Hometown Initiative event

By MARY ALICE MURPHY
Daily Press Staff

Tuesday evening, Hometown Ind-
tiative, A grass-roots eoonomic devel-
apmend groug, held its annual meet-
ing and invited members from off-
shiots of the growp to present reparis
&0 about 40 people in atlendance,

"A little over two vears ago,

people staned mesting so talk about
what sustainable cconomic develop-
ment would look like," Shirley
Pevamik, HT moderator, said. “Many
groups came out of that first meet-
ing, Incloding the Successful Entre-
prencurship and Economic Develop-
ment; the Systems Approach Team,
now called the Community Eco-

nomic Development Board; and
groups advocating a commaunity ra-
dio station and recycling. We've
warked with the Gila Resources In-
formation Project and Southrrest His-
panle Round Table.™

She said the purpose of the
evening was o network and get new
engrgy nso projects. Most groups had

sign-up sheets available for those who
wished to voluntecr.,

Earl Montova represenied SHRT,

"W were going toconcentrate on
political issees,” Montoya said, *but
we now deal with multipbe commig-
nity issues. We want to promole sco-
nomic development for all groups.
Wi realize if all groups advance eco-

nomically, it wall also advance His-
panics,”

He discussed the Hurley soils con-
taminated with copper.

“An environmental group did a
study and dejermined that the muaxi-
mum parts per million that woukd be
safe was 3, 100 ppm,” Montoya said.
“Phelps Dodge took it 1o Santa Fe.

The Environment Departient agroed
with the company und sel the danger
level at 5,000 ppm,”

He said he was not only disap-
pointed, but that it 15 4 healty issue,
which affects economic develop-
mant.

“Who Waies 1 tour @ site or put
in & hotel or restaurant it the sie 15
possibly toxde ™™ Monloya asked, *“We
s1al1 vt eo challenge the 2,100 ppm
as being too high.”

SHET and state Rep. Manucl
Herrera are pushing for a livable
wage. SHET also is promoting 2 state
health insurance program, acconding
1 Montoyi.

Fon Henry reported that SEED
hired an enterprise faciliator to en-
CounEE enltrepreneurs o sei up busi-
nisses of expand existing businesses,

“Watch us fior our first nesw husi-
ness,”" Heary said “We hold every-
thing confidential, 5o we can't talk
about clients."

Alice Pauser is project coordina-
tor, working for South'West Planning
and Marketing out of Sama Fe, which
has n contract for economic, devebop-
ment services for the Grant County
EBconomic Developrment Coalition for
Progress. The Community Economic
Development Board serves asadviser
1o the GCEDCPE

“We are working on work-force
development and job creation,”
Pausar sasd, “We are also developing
a prant writerk tasgk force, and work-
g on attructing and recruiting small
husinesses."

She said infrastrocture needs to be
improved and “we need to have a
welk-tranmed work force.™

Alan Wagman, Silver City attor-
rigry, addressed cammunity design ard
land use planning.

“The most important thing going
om 5 the Extra-termitorial Turisdscibon
advizory committes,” Wagman said.
“The group is developing standards
for the Extra-territorial Zone, the
theee-mile area around the city fim-
its. Developers have (o go through the
lown's regulations and the county's
subsdivision regulations and some-
timess they are a different set of rubes,'”

According to Wagman, the ETI
i5 developing a common sef of regu-
lations for the ETZ. He encouraged
people to atend the public meetings
and watch for town of Silver Cliy
agendas that address land use issues,

“There’s no betber way to educate
yourself about land nse,” he sud,

Steve Hargrave of Hometown Ini-
tiatlve said the group had discussed
creating an economic development
newsleler, but it became clear there
weren't encugh HI volunteers 1o do
the in-the-trenches waork.”

He asked anyone inlerested in
volunteering to amend town and
county meetings o see if they hold
to their comprehensive plans.

Joseph Gendrog, répresenting
‘Traits and Open Spaces, said the (own
accepted i plan in 2002, He was hired
as brownfiebds coordinmor to pre-
serve green spaces and remediate
problem areqs,

“A lot of properthes classified as
brownfields also were good open
space, such as Boston Hill,” Gendron
said. “For recreathon wse, i has been
determined that there is no problem
Eroom: che metals thit had migraged into
the: soils.”

He said volunieers are creating
trails and he always needs more help.
Other projects he is working on are
long-term plans 1o connect Silver City
to Scodt Park; cresting o trail atong
Finos Altos Creek from LS. 150 o
Silver High School; and developing
trails along Silva Creek and on
Mioumiminview Road.

Jare Olson is & member of @ re-
cycling commities formed in reaction
b thee towms gnd county’s decisions
10 o longer fund the Southwest Solid
Waste Authonty glass and plastic re-
cycling services,

“The reason recycling is mod en-
couraged is because cach household
puys 35 a month for the land (G, and
is allowed one ton of trash every
month,” Olson said. *This pay stnic-
ture markets 1o rash throwers andnot
o recyclers. We need 1o distribute
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costs of disposil moee faidy by as-
sessing a houseiold s kandfill rte by
the amount of garbage produced.”

She said better education is
necded about curbside recycling
services. The committes has pri-
ready to begin developing a school
cumiculum.

Wl sy sl an st ol bl
Ollson sasd. “T0 will help the: litier
peoblem in ourcommuniy”

She asked peaple to call their
Town Council representatives and
the iown mEnager ko encourige the
funding of recycling services.

Maltie Johrson is part of a
group focusing on altemative en-
ETEY SOUIRES.

“We e encoursging aflemstive
building processes and are working
o brochures with infemstion on al-
temativeenergy soumes ind buikling
mczials,” Johnson said.

Frank Drysckale promoted bik-
ahility and walkability.

“Let’s controd our driving and
take the perspective of G-vear-old
kads” Dirvsdale said. “Thines are
imprwing. Our policies were ac-
cepied inko the towm comprehensive

v and changes (o pedestrizn and

ik aceessibility ane seen inthe plans
fior Hudson Streetand TLS. T80, Cur
fiociis is safes moutes ko school.”

Martha Egnal said she is the
“mouth” of the onganic food inita-
tive:, the community ganden and the

“We are citizens concerned
about food sounces,” Egnal said.
Lozl s as impontant a5 ormmnic, |
think. We want a resource library so
penple know what grows her: and
what o dowith iL”

John Fridinger isa member of a
commitiee planning io fonm a oom-
munity radio staEtion.

“We've been léaming the
particulars of community madio
andl the: blaws pecded” Fridinper
said. “Oither stations around the
county have given us infommation
and helfped us leam hovw o suppo
a novprofit stafion. W will have o
buy an existing BV station. We need
memiber and uncemw ke suppon and
grants for initial funding.”

The committee is secking two
mevenue sources — om0 by the
station and a second o fund cnsoing

“Wie'm 15 peroent on the way
with our Tunding,” Fridinger sasd,
“We will kave investors whio ae
willing to give chunks of moncy.
W have & bay a Tioerse and that
will increase 'falu:ua-'r:r Lirme Wi
expect a FERETL 41 investent
andﬁxﬁ can cxpoct payback

within five in seven years.”™
Wit osepivol te PR

aive Forum announced an event,
Pk Of: A Comimunity Response,”
tir be held from 1<% pom. Saneday,
Deec. 3, at the Besse-Forward Global
Resource Cenier. The tenm, “peak
il mdicaes when the amount of
0l i thve: groaandl is expected o reach
it pestk volume:and then decrease in
subserpuent years. o)

When peak ol is reached within
five yesrs, according o expes, Jo-
seph said, “it will change our life
forever. Consumption, is on the
fise and production is decreasing,
The humicanes this year ane global
warming ‘i your face.™

He said people will have o
change their lifestyle, because no
combiration of altermative soures
of enerpy will alkow the sustaining
ol the curment lifestyle.

“It has i onginate at the local
level,” Joseph said. “MNo govem-
ment can temch us. Undl we changpe
howy money works, we will change

Julie Schultz of Diesert Sustain-
ahility spoke about house construc-
b s pesdvie solar design,

W also have o evaluate sub-
standand housing,” Schultzsaid, bl
ot withoadt having a fiv.”

The group has a raining pro-
g fior youths o fix problems,

Sheinvited people o sign up for
evalumbions, as well 5 o hefpdesign
ond devise ways 1o help repair sub-
standard mobile homes, old frame
houses and old adobe structures,

“"Where are people going 10 go,
when they et cold and com't affond
propan this winter™ she asked,

Participants in the meeting re-
rnined wnetwiork and sk questions
ahout programs discussed during the
evening.
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